APPENDIX F:  Comparisons of the
LANDSAT/EROS System and a National
Seismograph System

There are a number of government and private groups gather-
ing, storing, and disseminating large volumes of digital
data.  One of these, which has many analogies with a na-
tional seismograph service, is the LANDSAT/EROS system.
Below, comparisons are made between how EROS operates and
the expected method of operation of a national seismograph
service.  The Panel considers that the development and
operation of EROS may serve as a helpful model in the de-
velopment of ;the national seismograph system.

Three main reasons for the apparent success of the LAND-
SAT system stand out and deserve serious consideration:

1.  The strong user orientation of the EROS Data Center.
This facility exists, unburdened by in-house research or
data gathering, to provide public access to LANDSAT data.
(Comparisons could be made with the success of the dissemi-
nation of WWSSN data by NOAA.)

2.  The range of user products available.  Using high-
quality digital data from a single source (LANDSAT), a
variety of products are available aimed at various user
needs and levels of sophistication.

3.  Technical flexibility.  Technological advances in
digital data transmission, processing, and storage can be
continually incorporated in the system with minimal adverse
effect on the user.
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